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Comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading.

 The IES practice guide defines
reading comprehension as the
process of simultaneously
extracting and constructing
meaning through interaction
and involvement with
written language.

 Rather than passively taking in
meaning, good readers analyze
text, internalize it, and make
meaning for themselves.

Comprehension

Introduction to Comprehension Builder, 2025

Reading comprehension 
requires a conscious effort and 

the integration of a range of 
skills, strategies, and 

knowledge that even fluent and 
avid readers may not develop 

naturally. 

Therefore, it’s part of our role as 
educators to provide support to 

strengthen students’ reading 
comprehension. 

Reading Comprehension is Complex
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Other foundational skills create 
an essential pathway, but it’s 
important to remember that 
reading comprehension is not a 
simple byproduct of other skills. 

Development of reading 
comprehension must begin early 
and continue throughout a 
student’s reading journey. 

Building Comprehension is Critical

Knowledge 
Building

Text 
Structures

Writing

Academic 
Language

Variety of 
Question 

Types

Critical 
Reasoning

Comprehension 
Strategies

Purpose 
for 

Reading

Vocabulary

Elements of 
Comprehension
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Explicit 
Instruction

Frequent 
Opportunities 
to Respond

Gradual 
Release of 

Responsibility

Collaborative 
Learning

Ongoing 
Practice

Rich, 
Meaningful 

Content

Timely 
Feedback

Targeted 
Support

Approaches to 
Teaching Comprehension

Content:
• Nonfiction
• High-interest
• Knowledge-building

Strategies

Comprehension and 
Read Live Programs
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 Comprehensive toolkit 
for strengthening 
reading comprehension

 Practical resource 
for teachers

 Lessons for readers of 
any age for use in a 
variety of settings

What is Comprehension Builder?

 Strengthen students’ 
capacity to understand 
what they read 

 Explicitly teach 
comprehension 
strategies for before, 
during, and after reading 

 Directly teach students 
how to respond to a 
variety of 
comprehension questions

Purpose of Comprehension Builder
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Benefits of Comprehension Builder

Lessons may be taught in order 
or as-needed

Each lesson is made up of 2–6, 
20 to 45-minute activities

Materials are listed clearly and 
steps are easy to follow

Many options for adapting and 
adjusting instruction

Students practice skills with high-
interest stories

Suggestions for reinforcing skills 
over time

How it Works
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Lesson Book
 14 Lessons
 55 Activities
USB Drive
 18 Practice Stories
 250+ Resources
Posters
 Before, During, and 

After Reading
 Types of Comprehension 

Questions

Section 1: 
Before Reading
During Reading
After Reading

Section 2: 
Question-Specific 
(e.g., Main Idea, 
Detail)

What’s Included

Comprehension 
Overview

Comprehension 
Builder 

Section 1

Comprehension 
Builder

Introduction

Comprehension 
Builder

Section 2

Webinar

Comprehension Builder
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Comprehension Builder 
Section 1

 Before-Reading
Strategies

 During-Reading
Strategies

 After-Reading Strategies

 Introduction
 Lesson Activities
 Lesson Materials
 USB Drive
 Lesson Preview

Comprehension Builder 
Section 1
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Comprehension Builder 
Section 1

USB Drive Organization
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 Activity 1
– Activating Prior Knowledge

 Activity 2
– Learning Key Words

 Activity 3
– Making a Prediction

 Activity 4
– Practice

 Activity 5 
– Review

Comprehension Builder 
Section 1

Comprehension Builder 
Section 1
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Comprehension Builder 
Section 1

Comprehension 
Overview

Comprehension 
Builder 

Section 1

Comprehension 
Builder

Introduction

Comprehension 
Builder

Section 2

Webinar

Comprehension Builder
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 Detail
 Short Answer
 Vocabulary
 Main Idea
 Fact and Opinion
 Cause and Effect
 Compare and Contrast
 Author’s Purpose
 Graphical Information
 Making Inferences
 Retelling and Summarizing

Comprehension Builder 
Section 2

 Introduction
 Lesson Activities
 Lesson Materials
 USB Drive
 Lesson Preview

Comprehension Builder 
Section 2
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 Activity 1
– Looking for Clues

 Activity 2
– Stay or Switch Game

 Activity 3
– Reading and Making 

Inferences

Comprehension Builder 
Section 2

Comprehension Builder 
Section 2
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Comprehension Builder 
Section 2

Monitoring Progress for 
Reading Comprehension

 Frequent observation and formative assessment
 Standardized, summative assessments
 Embedded core curriculum comprehension assessments
 Read Naturally Live and Encore II quiz results
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 Students’ performance on the Quiz step in Read 
Naturally Live can be used to inform which 
Comprehension Builder lessons/activities are 
needed and to monitor general progress over 
time. 

 Teachers may choose to align Comprehension 
Builder lessons and activities with corresponding 
steps and/or the introduction of particular 
question types in Read Naturally Live.

Comprehension Builder and 
Read Naturally Live

Comprehension Builder
Free Sample Lessons

https://readnaturally.com/product/comprehension-builder
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phone: 800.788.4085
email: info@readnaturally.com

website: readnaturally.com

Questions?

Connect with us!

Webinar
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